DVD AUTHORING TUTORIAL

EXPORTING YOUR VIDEO FROM FINAL CUT PRO

Using Compressor

1. We’re going to export our movie to Compressor because it’s the best encoder, and it will give us the best quality DVD image.

2. Open your project in Final Cut Pro.  In your timeline, get your project to look exactly as you would like it appear on the DVD.  Go to the menu bar, and pull down Mark IN to mark the start, and Mark OUT to mark the end.  Then Render All.

3. Go to FILE menu, EXPORT, USING COMPRESSOR

a. Once selected, FCP will launch Compressor itself, and you will see the Control windows come up on the screen.

b. Immediately go to the menu bar to FILE, then to “Save As”.  Name the project you imported into Compressor, and select a folder to store it in.  I recommend creating a specific folder titled DVDs somewhere within your partition or on your computer to make the compressed DVD files easy to find.

c.   Go to the menu bar and under WINDOW, select “Settings”

i. You will see a window appear that lists a number of different encoding options in bins.

ii. If you’re project is under 90 minutes, then I suggest that you use the  DVD: BEST QUALITY 90 MINUTES bin.

1. This provides the highest quality image possible.

2. Feel free to experiment with other codecs, but I have found this to be the only one worth its sale.

iii. Once you open this bin, a second window will appear asking which elements of the project you’d like to encode.  

1. First select your audio, Dolby Digital Professional 2.0.  Drag it into the middle of the box labeled with the name of your project.

2. Next select your video, MPEG-2 6.2Mbps 2 pass. Drag it into the middle of the box labeled with the name of your project.

d.
Now we must select a destination for the encoded files.

iv. First, select the MPEG-2 video file in the project box by clicking on it to highlight it.  Go back up to the Menu bar and select TARGET.  Scroll down to Destination, and select “Other”.  A box will appear allowing you to direct the file to be saved in your DVD folder 

v. Next, select the Dolby audio file in the project box by clicking on it to highlight it.  Go back up to the Menu bar and select TARGET.  Scroll down to Destination, and select “Other”.  A box will appear allowing you to direct the file to be saved in your DVD folder 

vi. If you compress the files exported from Final Cut Pro again, be sure to give the new Compressor project a different title when selecting “Save As”.  Compressor will give you problems if you have saved compressed audio and video files with the same name.

e.
Now look up to the right at the window labeled INSPECTOR

vii. Check to make sure that you are encoding in the proper format (either NTSC or PAL)

f.
Click SUBMIT.

viii. This will open another window, and you will see the progress of your project as it is being encoded.

Once your files have been successfully compressed, you can quit Compressor and Final Cut Pro.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
An easy and great alternative to using Compressor and making a MPEG-2 file
 Is to make a QUICKTIME movie file to use in DVD Studio Pro instead.

    1.     Make a folder entitled DVD files in your FCP Document folder.

    2.     Open up FCP and in the timeline place the in and out points surrounding your 

             project.

    3.     Go to the top menu bar >  File > Export > Quicktime Movie > Name it and tell it

             to put it in the folder you made called DVDs.

4. Make sure the box that says Stand alone quicktime movie is checked! > OK.

This Quicktime file will show only one icon but will contain both the audio and video from your project and is an excellent back up option.

When using DVD Studio Pro, follow the exact instructions below, but import the Quicktime movie file in your DVD folder. Notice the icon is different than file made in Compressor.

DVD STUDIO PRO

Plug and Play Disc with no Menu (for festival entry)

1. Launch DVD STUDIO PRO

2. Pull-down WINDOW, CONFIGURATIONS, BASIC

3. I recommend saving your project right away 

a. Place it in the same folder as the earlier files, and label it similarly

4. Go to Pull-down menu, FILE, IMPORT, ASSET

a. A pop-up window will appear

b. Find the DVDs folder you created while exporting from FCP/COMPRESSOR (containing separate audio and video files) or from making a QUICKTIME movie file.

c. Select both the Dolby file and the MPEG-2 file that you exported (use shift select.) (Or the Quicktime mov.file, that contains both audio and video)

d. Select IMPORT

5. Go to the tab labeled GRAPHICAL, click on it and press delete.

6. Pull-down WINDOW and select ASSETS

a. Brings up a window with the assets you imported.

b. Shift select these 

c. Drop them into the icon labeled TRACK 1

7. In the GRAPHICAL Window, click on the large gray area, 

a. To the right (or sometimes left) of that, you will see a window labeled, Disk.

b. IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THIS WINDOW CHANGES AS DIFFERENT PARTS OF YOUR PROJECT ARE SELECTED.

i. Pull-down FIRST-PLAY

ii. Select TRACKS AND STORIES

iii. Select your video project

iv. Select TRACK 

c. In this window you can also select how the remote reacts when activated.  For a Plug and play disc I leave it as not-set.

8. Press the button at the top of the screen labeled SIMULATOR.  This will show you how your disc will react once burned and placed in a DVD player.

9. If you are satisfied with the results, insert a blank DVD-R.  If a pop up box appears, asking you what to do with the disk, click IGNORE.

10. Click BURN, and your disc will be created.

a. Make sure to select the destination DVDs folder we created earlier.

b. Remember to save your session.
TO MAKE MENUS in DVD STUDIO PRO

DVD Studio Pro – adding 2 or more video links on the menu title page

GETTING STARTED
1. WINDOW > CONFIGURATIONS > ADVANCED

2. File > Import > Browse to find the video/audio asset you wish to import  > Click

 
on it.

3. File > Import > Browse to find your still (and perhaps a black slug you made in FCP or

            Photoshop to make the gray background black and import it too.)

4. The imports will appear in the assets tab (bottom left window.)

5. Shift/click on the AUDIO/VIDEO files\Drag them to the timeline on your right.

6. HIGHLIGHT both the movie and audio files that you wish to play on the DVD > Place mouse in center MENU window and slide it. This will make a screen called a button that you can work with and scale the window to the size you want. (In it will be your still.)

            a.  Drop still from project into the button in the GRAPHICAL WINDOW – don’t 

                 hold.

7. A BUTTON WINDOW will appear on the top right of your screen.

  In it there will be a window called the TEXT WINDOW > Write the title of your piece.

           a.  Check INCLUDE TEXT IN HIGHLIGHT.

           b.   Hit HIGHLIGHT SET > Scroll to yellow > Make 1 and 2 and 3 boxes ALL

                 yellow.  Doing this will make the BUTTON turn a color when it is hit in the

                 DVD player

8. To make a link from the MENU to your first track: 

           a.  Click inside the BUTTON in your MENU window. > In the BUTTON

              WINDOW on your right, TARGET > TRACKS and STORIES > TRACK (1) or 

               CHAPT (1). 

              b. In the GRAPHICAL TAB, there should be an arrow connecting your track (1)

               to your MENU.

9. To make a link from your TRACK (1) to your MENU (so that it will return to the menu after your video has been played) 

                a. HIGHLIGHT  TRACK (1) in the GRAPHICAL TAB > In the TRACK WINDOW that should appear on your right > ENDJUMP > MENU (1) > MENU > BUTTON (1or 2).

                b. In the GRAPHICAL TAB, there should be an arrow connecting your MENU

                    to TRACK (1).

10. Go to the white circular SIMULATOR ICON on the top of the MAIN WINDOW > Hit on image or title and be sure it plays.

TO ADD ANOTHER TRACK or ASSET

1. Go ADD TRACK on top left of screen. Notice that a new track is added in timeline window.

2. File > Import > Browse to find the 2nd video/audio asset you wish to import.

4. It will appear in the assets tab (bottom left window.)

5. Shift/click on the AUDIO/VIDEO files\Drag them to the timeline on your right.

6. HIGHLIGHT both the movie and audio files that you wish to play on the DVD > Place mouse in center MENU window and slide it. This will make a screen called a button that you can work with and scale the window to the size you want. (In it will be your still.)

            a.  Drop still from project into the button in the GRAPHICAL WINDOW – don’t 

                 hold.

7. A BUTTON WINDOW will appear on the top right of your screen.

  In it there will be a window called the TEXT WINDOW > Write the title of your piece.

           a.  Check INCLUDE TEXT IN HIGHLIGHT.

           b.   Hit HIGHLIGHT SET > Scroll to yellow > Make 1 and 2 and 3 boxes ALL

                 yellow.  Doing this will make the BUTTON turn a color when it is hit in the

                 DVD player.

8. To make a link from the MENU to your second track: 

           a.  Click inside the BUTTON in your MENU window. > In the BUTTON

              WINDOW on your right, TARGET > TRACKS and STORIES > TRACK (2) >

               TRACK 

              b. In the GRAPHICAL TAB, there should be an arrow connecting your track (1) to your MENU.

9. To make a link from your TRACK (2) to your MENU (so that it will return to the menu after your video has been played) 

                a. HIGHLIGHT  TRACK (2) in the GRAPHICAL TAB > In the TRACK WINDOW that should appear on your right > ENDJUMP > MENU (1) > MENU > BUTTON (2).

                b. In the GRAPHICAL TAB, there should be an arrow connecting your MENU

                    to TRACK (2).

11. Go to the white circular SIMULATOR ICON on the top of the MAIN WINDOW > Hit on image or title and be sure it plays.

TO MAKE STILL IN DVD SUDIO PRO

HIGHLIGHT ASSETS in ASSETS TAB > Drag mouse to MENU WINDOW to make a button. > Click on center of BUTTON that you have made. > A New side pop up BUTTON WINDOW will appear on right. > Go to TARGET >NOT SET > You will pull the window down and see your video title > Set it to the title > UNCHECK MOTION > With slider, select the still image from it.  (You can scroll through your entire video for a still) > Select image > Check RESET MOTION. Continue as usual.

TO MAKE MENUS in DVD STUDIO PRO

1.Launch DVD STUDIO PRO

2. Pull-down WINDOW, CONFIGURATIONS, ADVANCED
3. I recommend saving your project right away 

a. Place it in the same folder as the earlier files, and label it similarly

4. Go to Pull-down menu, FILE, IMPORT, ASSET

a. A pop-up window will appear

b. Find the DVDs folder you created while exporting from FCP/COMPRESSOR (containing separate audio and video files) or from making a QUICKTIME movie file.

c. Select both the Dolby file and the MPEG-2 file that you exported (use shift select.) (Or the Quicktime mov.file, that contains both audio and video)

d. Select IMPORT

5. Go to the tab labeled GRAPHICAL, click on it and press delete.

6. Pull-down WINDOW and select ASSETS

a. Brings up a window with the assets you imported.

b. Shift select these 

c. Drop them into the icon labeled TRACK 1

7. In the GRAPHICAL Window, click on the large gray area, 

a. To the right (or sometimes left) of that, you will see a window labeled, Disk.

b. IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THIS WINDOW CHANGES AS DIFFERENT PARTS OF YOUR PROJECT ARE SELECTED.

i. Pull-down FIRST-PLAY

ii. Select TRACKS AND STORIES

iii. Select your video project

iv. Select TRACK 
8. Pull-down WINDOW > Select TRACK EDITOR
9. Hit CHAPTER 1 on the top of time line

10. Hit MENU

11. From ASSETS window, drag and drop media files into the pop-up window and hold it there until a pop-up window appears in the center that says “Create Button and Track.”

12. Click in center of the window.

13. Another window called BUTTON will appear. In the BUTTON WINDOW, there will be a small window. Uncheck MOTION.

14. Move scanner to elect the still image that you want.

15. Check MOTION. The image will appear in the window. 
